
Tasmanian team members blitz the field in Queensland! 

20 riders, crew and horses recently travelled from Tasmania to compete in the Sheikh Majid al Maktoum 
Challenge, held in Toorbul, 30 kms north of Brisbane, Queensland.  Toft Endurance, a Queensland based club, 
was hosting the ride and had organised a 160km, a 120km, an 80km and a 40km ride.  This was an 
international level event and was a trial run for an Endurance Riding Festival to be held at the same venue in 
June 2011. 

The Tasmanian riders were asked by HH Sheikh Majid al Maktoum to compete in all rides except the 160km on 
horses he had recently purchased from Tasmania. 

 

Bradley Hill, riding Highland View Jewel, Jodi Smith on Echo Archie Wizeer and Stacey Dodd on Thaedon 
Keemun head out for a training ride at 6.30am to try and beat the heat. 

The FEI 2* 120km started at 4am on Saturday 16 April.  The morning was cool and slightly rainy – perfect for 
our Tasmanian horses, who are well used to these conditions!  Tracey Wyllie was asked to ride a competitive 
ride on Die Kinder Jag and feeling nervous but excited about the possibility, she took off out the gate with the 
front runners.    The 120km was divided into four legs – 4okm, 30km, 25km and 25km.  The track was very flat 
and moved over different terrain underfoot, through pine plantations, tea tree swamp and at one stage, past a 
pineapple farm. 

Tracey, rode the horse she’d trained, Die Kinder Jag, to a win in the 120km ride in a time of 6 hours 49 
minutes.  Tracey competed against 26 other Open Riders.  Two other Tasmanian riders also completed the 
120km ride, Raquel Clark, riding At Dial Range Scopus, and Sonia Hodgetts, riding Boxa.  Blaine Astell was 
originally planning to ride his horse Splitters Creek Cypress in the 120km ride but he slightly injured his leg 
during the journey up and it was decided not to start him. Blaine Astell, entered the ride on Hume Park 
Kadabra but unfortunately vetted out on lameness after the third leg. 



From left, 120km ride winner Tracey Wyllie, with Die Kinder Jag, 120km completions Raquel Clark with At  Dial 
Range Scopus and Sonia Hodgetts with Boxa. 

 

 

Some of our up and coming Juniors also had the opportunity to check out a mainland ride.  On the 40km ride 
on the Saturday, Stacey Dodd rode Thaemon Keemun, Bradley Hill rode Highland View Jewel for successful 
completions.  On Sunday’s 40km Emily Shadbolt rode Thaedon Keemun and Brooke Brown-Cordell rode 
Highland View Prince and completed their rides. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Winning the FEI 1* 80km ride with the most exciting gallop finish was Hobart based rider Jodi Smith.  When 
Jodi was given the instruction by Dubai Endurance Stables’ head trainer Hassan al Bloushi to ride her horse 
Echo Archie Wizeer competitively, she mustered up the courage and rose to the challenge.  Her win was even 
more remarkable given Jodi  had never completed an 80km ride in under 6 hours, had only ridden Echo Archie 
Wizeer three times and Jodi had never ridden by herself or in the dark. She won the 80km ride against very 
tough competition with a final time of 3 hours 38 minutes.  Jodi has written a report on her ride below. 

Natalie Humphries, shown here with strapper 
and supporter Angie Clark, completed the 
80km ride and placed 11th overall, riding her 
horse Guyshane.  

We were all very proud to be riding as part of 
a Tasmanian team on such quality horses and 
even more so after gaining a win in both the 
FEI 2* 120km and the FEI 1* 80km.   It was 
unfortunate our winners were unable to 
publicly acknowledge their helpers and 
sponsors in the presentation ceremony but we 
all celebrated afterwards!  The entire 
Tasmania crew worked well together, both 
riding and strapping, and we certainly learned 
many things about strapping under pressure 
and ride strategies working alongside Hassan 
and Mohammed from Dubai Endurance 
Stables.  We hope we have the opportunity 
again. 

TEAM TASSIE/DUBAI ENDURANCE STABLES 

From left front:  Ellie Woodhouse, Raquel Clark, Hassan al Bloushi 
Back:  Jodi Smith, Brooke Brown-Cordell, Rick, Emily Shadbolt, Karen Quinn, Darren Duniam, Helen Astell, Jamie Malley, 
Kajmis al Bloushi, Stacey Dodd, Saif, Tracey Wyllie, Alan Wyllie, Mohammed, Bradley Hill, Sonia Hodgetts, Natalie 
Humphries, Angie Clark 



My Experience....Sheikh Majid al Maktoum Challenge, Toorbul Qld 2011 

I received a call from Tracey Wyllie asking if I would like to be part of a Tassie Team travelling to take part in the 
Sheikh Majid al Maktoum Challenge in Queensland.  After my initial surprise of course I said yes!  I had no 
expectations, I was just going to experience something I may never have the opportunity to do again and do 
what I could to help out. 

On arriving in Brisbane I didn't know if I 
would be riding but I was informed on the 
drive that I would be unless plans 
changed.  We all rode the horses we had 
been allocated on Thursday afternoon, it 
was pretty hot and we all seemed happy 
with our horses.  The horse I was asked to 
ride was Echo Archie Wizeer, a 16hh Anglo 
Arab.  We rode again on Friday to get a 
feel for the horses.  I was told that Echo 
was to start the ride as a front runner and 
not let the leaders out of my sight!  This got 
the nerves and me thinking, can I do this, a 
quick call home to my husband gave me 
the confidence to do it!  I had only ever 
ridden novice horses and never done a ride 
under 6 hours.  I was happy though that the 
ride was scheduled to start at 6am so at 
least I wouldn't have to start in the dark.  
Natalie and I headed out for a ride together 
and did some faster work, I felt comfortable so we were all set.  When we went to nominate we found out that 
the ride would now be commencing at 5am.  That got the nerves started again, I had never ridden in the dark! 

Without the encouragement and support of the Tassie Team and particularly Allan, Tracey, Helen and Darren 
there is no way I would have had the guts to do what we ended up doing. 

At around 4.45am on Sunday 17 April we headed over to the warm up area.  I had one last pep talk from 
Darren, I was set.  I saw who I had to stick with on that first leg, Matthew Sample, I thought "Oh crap, can I 
really do this, this is way out of my league"!  Anyway we headed out in the dark trailing behind three other 
horses, we stuck with them, passing one, the first leg of 25km's we came in over the line as a group of three.  
The strapping team took over and Echo was first to vet. 

The second leg was 30km's, I had a 2 minute lead out the gate.  I was asked by Hassan of Dubai Endurance 
Stables to travel at a certain pace to get a bit of a head start so the others would have to do some faster work.  
The lead changed quite a few times on this leg but I was never far from the first horse.  I was surprised at the 
end of this leg to see another horse being strapped I didn't even know was near us. 

Before the third and final leg of 25km's the nerves started, I had to go fast out that gate.  I had a horse and rider 
on our tail, they passed us just going out the gate but Echo wasn't putting up with that and he went up a gear.  
We led the majority of the last leg, when the other rider was next to us he said "there's a water stop up here, are 
you stopping" so I replied "are you", he said "yes", so I said "Okay, I will too!"  After a quick drink I saw Matthew 
coming so Echo and I moved on, I could hear some of the Tassie Team cheering us on out on track whilst they 
were riding in another ride.  It was just what I needed, they gave me back my steam and off we went.  The other 
rider trailed not far behind us for the remainder of the leg until we hit the straight heading back to the finish line 
which was probably around 1km.  I thought, we are in for a full on finish.  I heard him click his horse up and he 
flew past us, a support vehicle was clearing the way of horses going out so we had a clear run.   



 
(All photos of the finish kindly supplied by Sue Crockett Photography: http://www.suecrockettphotography.com ) 
 

The adrenalin kicked in, Echo's must have too, before I knew it we were galloping with mud flying into our faces 
from the horse in front.  I was saying to myself just hang on, the road was sandy but had washed out sections.  
Coming along the road we had to turn right into a paddock which then lead up to the finish line, Echo cut the 
corner, there was a ditch to our right, he just flew over the edge of it, my heart was in my throat.  We were still 
behind the other horse.  When I looked up I saw a line of people across the finish line we had used for the last 
two legs, they were all pointing to the right, they had moved the finish line!  All I could here was Tassie team 
screaming and cheering, there was no way I was letting them down and it was like Echo knew what to do, I just 
said GO ECHO GO, he picked up his pace and galloped to that finish line at 49.4km's per hour (verified on the 
gps!), we were over first by just one second. Echo wanted to keep running, it took a bit to pull him up, Raquel 
and Helen had run up to take him to get strapped.  

 

http://www.suecrockettphotography.com/


 

A heart rate of around 117 there was lots to do.  I couldn't sit still, 
Karen Quinn held my hand as all the team strapped and worked to 
get Echo ready.  Echo vetted through with a heart rate of 47!  YES, 

we had done it!  

I had the most amazing time, never in my wildest dreams did I ever 
think that I would have the opportunity to be part of an awesome 
team of people let alone ride a competitive ride and actually come 1st 
place in a gallop finish. Thank you to all the Tassie team, without you 
guys I would never ever ever had this opportunity, I will be eternally 
grateful. There were many firsts for me in this ride, not just coming 
1st place but riding in the dark, riding on my own, riding a non-novice 
horse and galloping at 49km's per hour .  Without the guidance I had 
from the Tassie Crew and Hassan and his team from Dubai 
Endurance Stables I never would have had the courage to do what I 
did.  And of course Echo Archie Wizeer, what a bloody fantastic ride 
he gave me, he did all the work, I just sat there and he took me for 
the ride of my life!  

I would just also like to add that Tassie Endurance riders are second 
to none.  Our rides here are fun and friendly, the people and horses love what they do and we should all be very 
proud of what is happening in our state for Endurance.  

Jodi Smith 

 

 

 

 

 


